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Story No. 13

IN THE SERVICE
OF THE STATE

Two Ainerlm girls, bl:'!ona m'fy u':ld
urnett, set about punishing the
Soctety

books. This is the story of their thirteenth

£l

through their check

Osoprigdt tw Kalem Cemwung |

“don't look ovar at onoce.

\

Y but 1 can’t pince Mm"

Mary laughed, Bhe leaned alose 10 Mona
“l know him!

ota® ahe anid. And then:
Batea secret mervice man,”

“Well," sald Mona, flatly.
i et

“That's the seeret of it, | suppose!™ sald Mary.

likely to find ouvl

ARY." said Mona Harley, in & low tone, to her chum, Mary Burnett,
Bat there 1n a man acrose the atrest
whe has been following us fer ten minutes, I've seen him befors,

“I'il look in & min-
His name ls Jones—he's a United

“Mary—what has o seoret service man to do

“Al any rate, wa're

You know, Mona—there are people whe would say that

our way of getting nlong was very far from being what 1t should be"

“You're right, of courme” said Mona.

*Welle—gmt over it}
I'm sure!

“I'm nervous, | think—that's all."”

He's coming over, and he's golng to speak to us.
Don't act un if you thought there was anything odd"ee—

The next momeny indeed, Jones was beside them, hat in haod, beaming,

*Misa Hartley, Misn Furnetil” sald Jones
1 s pot cortaln—It is some Ume since | have soen any.

1 am to see you!
thlng of you"—

“We must be getiing old, Monal”

aa effort to recognize us' ' ——
"vou're unkind,'” mmid Jones, re-
proachfully. Then, all st once bis
manner changed. “@ariously.” he
sald, "I am axtremesly anxious to have
a salk with you. There In a mattar of
the grevest importance, in which, I
believe, you, and you only, can help
ma. 1 wonder If you would come in
here with me—iand have suomo tea,

perhaps, while we talk™"
And s, a few momenta later, they

wagre altting with him at a wecluded
table. They gave their order; he
watted until the tea things had been
brought, and then he leaned toward
them, speaking in a low, confidential
sone,

“It'a my business, as you must
know," be sald, “to be aware of a
goad many things. 1 know, for ax-
ample—and I think, too, that 1 undar-
stand, very fully- something of your
Hwes, 1 know that you have no in-
ocomes—that the comfort in which you
livg you must supply yoursalves. It
wrill be gimpler if you will believs that
1 oould, {f 1 chose, give you a very
eomplete mummary of everything thet
you hava dope for a guod many

months.

“I will be frank, then. You have
besn able mora than once, 10 gel the

t of men who have fancied them-

ves extremely clever. | wanl you
to undertake the task once more -and
thia time, I you auccesd, you will
place me under the heavies! of obliga-
tions—and you will, what |s far more

rtant, do o great service to the
Unlted Btates—a sorvice go imjwriant
that It would be impossible 10 over-
estimate it

“*This country, as you must know,"
he said, “depends for ‘s seourity
againm atiack, in a very large meas-
ure, wpon It coast defenses. To put
the matter briefly, a secret that Is
Wtal sreemus about 1o fall into the
hands of & forelgn power—and of that
foreign power, moreover, which Is
most lkely to use {ts knowledge
Aguinst us!"

"Oh!" said Mona.
e help'—

“What has happened is this," sald
Jones. "A man ngmed Hawkins, let
W may, was in a position to miaka
tracings of re drawings—plans,
and s0 on. He was trusted—he be-
trayed his trust. He made the trac-
fngs: he hus wsold them to & man
whom I shall call Mr. X. Mr, X o¢-
cupies u position of responsibility. It
wouid be impossible to bring & charge
against him withoul proof of the most
daalinite nort, | am sure of my facts
~dut [ cannot prove them. | know
that X i a apy of the mont dangerous
sort. but | am alnost alone iu my
knowledge.”

“Where 18 ho?" anked Mary.

T am telling you everyihing" sald
Jomes. “He will be on his way to Hal-

“But how couid

Ll
-~

e

)

"You don't know how gisd

enld Mary, with & laugh. “If 1t takes

{fax within a fow hours. He will sall
from there un & liner that makes a
cull at Hotterdam. 1| am certain of
this—and that the plans will be with
him. No—I want you to sall on the
rame klemnet, as 1 ahall do mysslf. 1
Ul']unl You to help me to recover thoss
plans

“Let's do 11" sald Mary., "We'd ba
doime  momethiing for our ocountry.
Mona' Wouwldn't that be werth
“.hlip'!"

"1 thought you would fesl po!" padd
Jones, iriumphamtly. “But thers will
be a more subsantial retern than
thiat of knowing that you have dones a
wpalriotie act. | will promise you that
the reward will by adequate—thers Is
a large contingent fund, for whieh ne
eccounting need be made—

“No!" sald Mona, with declslon.
“I'd never aceapt pay”—

"Nur 1'" echoed Mary., “Our ex-
penses—but no more.  'We'll go gladly,
on those terma. Mr. Jonos*

“*That shall be ns you choome, of
course” he sald, “Can you start to-
night? You had better travel sepor-
Ately, nnd once on the stemmer It wounld
be well If you failed, even, to strike
up the nuﬂomn‘ o0fEn aogunint-
aunceship—if you lat It ap thint
you distiked one another, shall be
whourd, Lut 1 will know nelther of
you officially.”

The girls nodded understaningly.

“You wan! to exposa Mr. X, don't
you?" said Mary “Isn't It trus that
he has such a position that he ls very
Tully trusted ™

"Yes. My warnings are lnughed at.
There is no reason why he shouid
not execute thin misslon, return, and
continue hin work. He has covered
his teucks so cleverly that bhe appears
10 be entirely immune from suspiceion,
But If I van prove that he has t hose
papers—and, of eonrse, get them from
him-his usefulness as u apy will be
Wt an end, In this country at least,
And 1 can tell you that | will regard
Lhint ns the best plece of work | have
ever done.”

“You can count on us,” sald Mona

“1 only hope we will really be nble
to help! Coms, Mary—I1f we'rs goling
to start on such notlce we must
burry home. It takes time to pack "

It was o matter of momenis only
to complefo the few Arrangements
stlll 1o be made. Jones furnishoed
them with tickeis; he had reserved
several staterooms on the liner, he
explained

“Iotry to be prepared for smergen-
cles” he snld 1 know 1| would nesd
help—1 41dn't know at all who would
be with ms. DBut there will ba no
delay. 1 shall not soe you again
until we are on board, and even then,

of course, wa will mest as antire
strangers.”

“oes Mr. X know you?" asked
Mary

“U think not,” snld Jones, with a

Rood deal of satisfaction. "His people
nre very fond of laughing at our
Aecrel  pervice —but  Wo  manage o
turn a trick ourselves once In a
while.”

“"THIS 18 MADNESS TO ACCUSE ME OF CRIME.
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Kven in tho bustle of salling It was
Dot dimouit for the two girls to muke
A guess as to which of the passongers
was Mr. X. They both festened upon
a4 man who woas booked as Mr. Arme-
srong. He appoarad to be bored, in-
stead of excvited, by the locldenis of
departure. His manoer indicatod that
W owas all an old story 1o hlin. And
the deference that was paid to him
Mt thw ofies of the distracted purser
revVenled his importance

Mary, without any real pian in her
mind as yet, ati)l determined Lo waste
no thme,  She was really well versod
In the routine of travel, out from the
moment she went on bourd ahe pluyed
the part of a holpless traveller, unic-
custumed to the most ordinary things
of shipboard e,
otee of the purser, and bhe seemed
to be ontivcly willing to give up his
tine 1o ber.  He answered hae o aos-
tHone, promised to wee to bher chair,
her seat at tuble, all the other things,

"You're wo good to me, Mr. Shelly'™
she told him, in wild-eyed innocence,
“I must b w frightful nusance!™

"Nulsntice—not @ bit of It, Miss
Burnett!" he assured her, gallantly.
“I know how strange It must acem e
first time you croms. Just you leave
everything to me—I'll see that you
have such a comfortable trip that
you'll never cross on any other boat,
You'll understand, won't you, if |
have 1o run away and lenva you ¢on-
wtantly? There are nll sorta of things
that 1 have 1o attend o—peopls who
don’t like thelr cabiny, and eranks of
all sorts"

MO course—vou mustn't let
bother you'"

"You could never do that! Once
we're off I'll have much more time—

CRIED MR, X,

HBhe haunted the M
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MARY 18 CHARGED WITH

You muat let me show you the ship
when!™

Jones, as a sscret service man nat-
urally would be, wie an amuosed wit-
ness of Mary's dealings with the
purser. And that night, waen they
were at sea, he contrived an oppor-
tunity to ses the two girls,

“I'vo found out a few things"” he
sald. "Our mag, just as 1 expected,
has taken the stite cabin, as they
call #t—an regular sulle, rcally—two
staterooms, brass bed, privata bath—
all that sort of luxury. No wonder—
his Government bas to pay! Ha's
planning to keep to himso'! pretty
woll, we'll find."

“A man truvelllng with such dan-
perous bagguge would, 1 faney,” soid

On.,

“Right! I'm slmost sure he has no
ruspicion that he han been followed
Ha looked over all the passengors
pretty carefufly—he wns one of the
tirst aboard, you know. [ made my-
self consplouous as 1 could, you no-
tlemd!™

“You certalnly did!" said Mary,
with a laugh. “While I waa trying
to find things out from the purscr
You wers simply brutal in your Inter-
ruptions! | couldu't have the man
to myself for five minutes. He's thor-
oughly convinced that you're a very
lmportant newspapor correspondent,
and he's going to sos that you glve a
#ood report of the line!"”

“l saw what you wera dolng'"
Inughed Jonos. ‘®Vell, you simply an-
tivlpated my suggestion. [tv's Koing
to ba very lmportant for one of you
to be on Rood terms with the purser,
I think be'd do a good deal for ma,
but I wouldn't take chances by ask-
Ing toe much Ho didn't offer teo
clunr yYou thes state sulte, did he?"

“No," satd Mary, regretfully. I
never thought to ausk'"

I managed that.,' sald Jones, com-
placently. “He showed tme over the
whole ship, Awful bore it was, too-
I crossed In ber half a dosen times
vafors o got his berth, wnd [ imagine
I know a few things wbout her he

hasn't even suspected yet! Rut |
wanted a look at Mr. X's cabln—
and I got 1. There's o small sufe In
there—and Bhelly explained to ma

that he und the passonger occupying
tho sudte are the only oues who have
the combination. It's changed for
every voyuge—and sven the Captain
doean’t know 1t

“He'll kesp hia papers
eotirse " sald Mona

“Wa den’t have to worry an much
About whera he's hidden those valua-
bin papors.  Unless all signs foll we
hnuw that what we've gut to do is to
ket that safe opensd, by one of the
two men who ecan do It. If he'd
turned his stuf® over to the purser for
sufo keoping 1'd b a lot more dubl-
UUs —Uecause . purger s strong-room
s the real thing. And Shelley ls rather
stipld—and very falthful and con-
solentious, I couldn’t have done sny-
thing with him."

"Just what do you expect to do as
It 7" asked Mona.

“Une of you—and Miss Mary has
started, so that she'd botter be the
one—will have 10 make friends with
Shelly, The other will have to ses if
there's a human side to X. Thers
must be, you know—hs must be sus-
cepuble In some way."

"1 don't ke K looks'" sald Mona.
YAnd | doubt very much wgpether be'll
ace anvthing in me”

You'll have to tey,” saaid Mary,

“Un, 'l do that,” sad Mona,

Motk lost na  Lime n
10 winuke the interost of
rious Mre N. It sernied
v ratood oan board tha

wWas Dol hae real naine

there, of

Armsirong

that he was

B

STEALING THE JEWELS

some important, and probably, oMelal
bersonage, who chose to travel under
an assumcd name, He excited a good
deal of ouriosity, but there was no
Altempt o intrude upom his evident
desire to be alone,

On an American ship it might have
been different. But on this vessel
were passengers much more ACCUs-
tomed o the peculiar ways of an of-
ficial caste. Armsirong's privacy was
rather pointedly respeoted. He took
no part in the common life of the
ship. He was never in the smoking-
toum; the chanco games of cards,
Wwhen tables wers made up, on the
spur of the moment for bridge or
poker, never claimed him, He secmed
to sve no fun in throwing rope quolts
L stick, and he passod the devolecs
of shuffleboard with a telerant smile.
He made no friends at meals, for he
wis careful to tuke his moals alwayas
after the other passengera mi the
table had rewurned to deck; this
when he did not eat in the solitary
stute of his own state-rooms,

S0 Mona saw herselt deprived of
the aid of all the pleasant cultivators
of acqguaintapceship that so abound
on a ship. On the ocean the conven-
tlons are relaxod; introductions are
dispenscd with more often than not.
Hut thouxh plenty of the men among
the passengers found excuse for talk-
ing with her, for jodning in her walks
about the wind-swept decka, Mr, X
held aloof. 1f he noticed hor at all
ho gave no saigm, and Mona, though
she might have managed it skilfully
cuough, was afraid o resort o the
crude stratugem of boldly beginning
the acquaintance herself,

She did as muech an she thought
was safe, One day, when ashe saw
that he was coming toward her, she
stood at the rall, pecring out over
the waves, Calenlating her times to
a nieoty, she dropped the case that
econtalned her marine glasses, They
fell at tha feet of the melf-stylod
Armstrong; 1n & moment, e¢ap In
hand, he was bowing hefora her,

“Pormit me,” he said, handing her
the case,

“Oh, thank you so much!" said
Monna, prettily confused. “Whal a
clumay thing te do! I'm afrald

thay're broken"s———

Oravely he took the case from her
drew out the glasses and inspected
them.

“You are fortunate,” he sald, “They
are Qulh uninjured, 1 congratulate
youl*

He restored them to her then, and
sho had, perforce, to Jook through
them at a distant gull, And when
whe turned, sxpecting to find him At
her side, he hind gone. She Dit her
lip; & certain chagrin at her fallure
to mrouse his Interest, that wus
whaolly personal, sént the color into
her cheeks. 1t was a feeling dis-
tinct from her disgust at the efect
of his action upon the more Impor-
tant phase of her work, but It prom-
ised to rankle, It was a long time
since any man whom Mona had
delgned to mnotice had turned away
fromm her. Bhe turned to go back to
her chair, and saw X regarding her,
speoulatively, faintly amused, from a
spot & little distance away,

“Raast!” she sald to herself. “He's
perfectly sure 1 droppest thoss glasses
Intemtionully—for hlm to plek up! 1
wondar—am [ getuing <lumey, or (s
he preternaturally wise and experi.
enced? He looks like the sort of man
that women are suppoaed 1o find irre-
sistible!"

But, though Mona's Aetermination
o sucoesd was only shorpened by
this Incident, ahe was obliged to add-
mit 1o herpslf, afier 4 few more days,
that she had el & man al last whoe

wa Lo her

ch

entirely lmpervioua
Wrmms,

The two girls had tollowed the sug-
geation of Jones, they contrived,
without resortiog to anything ob-
vious, tv Kive the ship the impreasion
that they disliked one another, Like
all the women on board, they spoke,
but euch was <old and distant. It
seemoed that they were of opposite
and instinctvely antagoniatic types,

Meunwhile, though Mona had failed
in her pare of the undertaking, Mary's
triumph was complete, Her aubju-
kation of the purser was the talk of
the ship. The two teok long walks
about the decks; heads nodded as
they passed, and there werse many
smiles and whisperings about the
budding romance, Shelley found
Mury captivating; it was diffieult for
her to keep his ardor within bounds
at  all. He pighed, tnlked of his
wreiched work, that almost forbade
him to marry; econfided to her that
he intended, as soon as he could, to
find work ashore,

“Thia sort of thing is all very well
for & time!" he told her. “But when
a chap begins te think of marrying
ang settiing down—why, the sea's no
place for him, then!"

"“Oh—oh!" sald Mary, innocently,
“Why, when 1 first came abdard you
toid me you loved your work, Mr,
Ehelley!™

“Oh, well—one save lots of things
one finds one was mistaken about,
when one has time to think!™ he sald,
fatuousiy,

Bhelley was far gone, indeed; thers
eould ba no doubt mbout that, And
Jones, talting note of everything, was
well satisfied, on the whole. He knaw
that Mona had falled, but he had
never built very strong hopes upon
the outcome of her attempt ‘n T‘ln.-
trate the ahell of Mr. X. He knew
very well that in the epy he was op-
posed by an antagonist who would
require the very best efforta of any
who opposed him, And his deter-
minatlon 1o recover the plans was
not one whit daunted by the increas-
Ing darkness of the outlook.

The day bafore the steamer was
to dock mAW the three conspirators
again in eonmultation,

"By Jove—it looks pretty bad!™ salkd
Jonos. “Now, If we wera on an Amer-
loan liner, golng into New York I'd
have no difficulty! I’d have that safs
opened in a JIfy on the plea that he
WwWas & esmuggler—und get the chanoe
to search his things!”

Mary started

“Wailt & minute'” ghe said, sudden-
Iv. "1 bellave I'va go! an idea—it's
terribly risley-—but, If thers was any
reidl troubls, you could get vs all out
of it goonar or later, conldn’'t you?"

"Aas soon as | could reach the near-
ost American Minister with my ore-
dantiala"” said Jones. “But that sort of
thing is frowned on—the Htate De-
partment doesn't want 10 have to gt
i1a agenta out of trouble very often.”

"Oh, 1 don't really beliave it would
coma to that,"” sald Mary. "1 wae
just thinking that it would be well to
have an anchor to windward, that'n
all. When I've told you the whole
Idea you'll see why.'

(o shead—don’t keep us tn sus-
penas,” said Mona. She spoks rather
sharply; she was stlll irritated and
disturbed by har fallure, T bad
touchad her pride—and it was be-
cause she realised that that she was
ANgTY.

“There'll be festivities of some sort
to-night, you know,” said Mary, “Mr,
Khelley i full of ths plans. A qu'te
wonderful dlnnar—the Ca~tain’s din-
ner, vou know. And musie afterward,
and & chanece to danoce, perhaps. All
the womed are o bring out thair very
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she nodded slightly,

screamed suddenly.

As Mona went back she unfastened her
necklace and held it in her hand. Her brief
absence had not been noticed; she found a
partner waiting eagerly for her and was
swept into the maze of dancers at once. As
she passed Mary, dancin

Mary, as if by accident, brushed against her.
In the momentary contact Mona slipped her
necklace into Mary's corsage.
minutes later, as she passed a mirror, she

with the purser,

and a moment later

And five

pretijest gowns—we're to be very
stunning!™

“WellT" mald Jones,

“Ldsten!"” spid Mary. And ahe un-
folded hier plan  They listened in the
growing excitement, but it was not
long before Mona clapped her bands
wsoltly,

“Oh, that's splendid, Mary!"” she
laughed.

“Well—will 1t work?' Mary asked
Jones, when abe had finished.

“1 beliave it will!" he said. drawing
a long breath. "My hat 18 off 1o you
—1 beliave you've hit upon the way
out of our difficulties’ Win or lose—
vou've givan us the gambler's chance,
that's all we have a right to expect!
And, if we win—oh, |t's yorth trying,
& thousand times!"”

"You sea the risk, don't you?" said
Mary, "There's no uss letting our-
pelves think that it will be eany. We'va
got to work together—and yet not let
& soul on board auspect that we'rs

anything of the sort”

Hn. of courso,” said Mona. "How
Jucky that we arranged to stay apart
through the voyage as wa did! 1
couldn't see Just why that was neces.
sary when we arranged il—and yet,
if we had not, thers would have besn
no chance even to try this plan of
yours, Mary."”

“Well—to work then!" mald Mary.
*You both understand?? You wen't
be at the dinner, Mr, Jonea?"

“I'm dreadfully sorry.” he said, in
mock distress. “But I feel one of m
terrible headaches coming on, and
have to pea the ship's surgepn, and
ask him to get me a little relisf—and,
inoidentally, establish a bit of evi-
dulnu that will come In handy nter
“ L

“Tt's too dad you have to mise all E7

the fun,” sald Mons, mockingly.

“I think I'l be able to bear up.” he
said, with a grin. "I mather suspect
I'H be cured—to-night! And "l eat a
big lunch to make up for the dinner
] shall have to minss. On seco
thought, I'l! wait until after lunch be-
fore 1 see the doctor.”

Mona and Mary wers both radlant
that night when they appeared at the
captain's dinner. Both wers superbly
dressed: those who knew of the cool-
ness between thegn whispered to one
another that each had evidently de-
termined to outahine the othar,

it would have heen hard to say
which of them had succeeded. In-
doed, honors hetwesn them appeared
at first glancs to be even. But It
was pot long befors all eyes were
drawn to a superb necklace of dla-
monds that Mona wore, It dimmed
the lustrs of every other jewel al-
though severn| of thes other women
wore ornaments of unusual brilllancy
and beauty, And it was impossible
for any ons who coyld not take the
necklace and examine it closely to
ses that it cooasted, not of dia-
monds, but of imitation stones wso
clevarly wrought that any but an
expert eye must have been decelved,

Mary started with well feigned
jenlousy when she saw the stonis,
She turned to the purser and, {intend-
Ing, aa It seamed, that only he shouid
hear her, but speaking 1oudly enough
for the others at the table to catch
her meaning, sald:

“Don't you think such a display of
jewaln I in very Bad taste? A few
simple rings—but for a young girl to
wear such a string of huge etones an
that! Well, I was brought up not to
bellave in so much display!"

“I ray—U In rather startiing!™ ad-
mitted the purser, "“Btill 1 supposs
she likea to show them off! |t isn't
every one who can wear such a for-
tune as that arownd her neck!™

“Perhapa every onn dposn't want
to,” sald Mary leily.

And her eyea went back tn the
jewels ume and agnin throughout the
dinner, and later, when the dancing
began. The great main saloon had
inclosed a part of the dack, tos, for
those who wanted air. And In the
brilliant confusion of the acens no
one saw Mona stoalthily appropriate
a tiara from ona dancer, a jewelled
ornament of another sort from an-
other.

“Here!" sald Mona. Hfhs had come
straight from tha dancing floor with
her booty wrapped In & handkerchief,
ahe handed it to Jones, who was walt-
ing for her In the emply and desert-
od corridor near tha stateroom In
which he was supposed to be trying
to find rellof from his headachs in

sleep,

“Jnod girl!® sald Jones, taking It
eagerly. “That's the part that has
worried ma moat! [ was afraild you
would be caught In the act—and wa
would have had a frightfully diflecult
time {n expluining that!"”

“I wan frightenad myself,” sald
Mona. “RBut | had to make up iIn
some fashion for the way 1 failed
with Mr, X!*

“"Hurry baok—you mustn't risk any
delay.” sald Jonea. "I'1l bs walung
anxiously.”

As Mona went back she unfastened
her necklace and held it In her hand,
Her brie! absenoe had not been no-
ticed; she found a partner walting
eagerly. for her and was awept into
the mase of duncers at once. As aha
passed Mary, dancing with the pur-
ror, ghe nodled slightly, and a mo-
ment later Mary, as If by accident,
brushed against her. In tha momen-
tary oontact Mona slipped bher neck-
lace into Mary's corsage.

And five minutes later, ma she

a mivror, she screamed sud-
denly.

Instantly svery woman In the reom
added their outeries to Mona's,

“"ladies-~ne calm!" said the
tain, He had stopped the music; he
npoke quietly but sternly, “Rest a8-
sured that It i» Impossibla for you (o
lgee your property on this ship. The
thisl cannot get away. 1 shull ssk
every oone present lo submit v a
soarch—suspeoting no one, but thus
g!ving ths Innocent a certaln way to
provae their innocence.”

No one objectsd; 10 do so would
bave seamed Itke a confession of gullt,
AMen and women divided to submit
to the ssarch. And Mona's necklase
was found when Mary's turn cams.

"“Thers—there's some herrible mis-
take!" gasped Mary. "I never took
ft! How can any one suspect me of
such a thing?"

Bha burst into hysterical sebbing.
Bhelley Indignantly took her part;
soma one, he insisted, must have
played o trick on Mary. But the cap-
taln brushed aside their protesta; be
spoke aternly and with the weight
of authority, to the purser.

"I cannot go behind the evidence!"™
Bhe said, gravely. '*Ths young womas
must bs confined In her cabim until
we dand: 1t will then be a matter for
ths attantion gf the ahors pollce.”

“This Is my neckiaca—but whees
ara the other jeweln that were tak-
an?" anked Mona. She was faollowing
the oaptaln and Bhalley, who were
sscorting Mary to her cabin.

And then, in the corridor, they en-
eountered Jonea, who appeared, coat-
less and showing evidence of having
been asleep. He demanded an ax-
planation of the odd scens from 8hel-
Jey. And when he had it he looked

ava.
“Parhaps 1 may bs abls to throw
some light on this terrible affalr,
captain,” he sald. “T think you have
made a terrible mistake!"

"l cannot admit that, Mr. Jonest"

nd sald the captaln. "“But I shall be

glad to hear what you havs to tall
“It will pot take Jong, Captain. As
you know, I was unable to attend
the dinner on account of a savers
headache—which is only just hegin-
ning to yteld to the doctor's medigine,
During the evening T lay in my berth,
with my door opsn and my light eut.
1 saw Mr, Armestrong, as he calls him-
solf, go inta his room—first lookin
ahout to make sure that he was
observed. This aroused my curicaity
and [ looked In upon him. He
thought, I saupposs, that my room was
empty. I saw him take gpme jewelry
4 tara and some other ornaments
—from his pocket and piace them in

his safe!"

" knew it!" crind + Ryster-
feally. “"He muat have placed that
neckiace on me to throw suspicion
againat me!"

“That 18 A very serious charge”
sald the captain

“You ean prove tta truth by havs
ing the safe opensd--the purser, hers,
has the combination, 1 understand*
sald Jones, “Captain—suppoas u
slay here with AMiss Barnett, Let Mr,
Bhelley and AMiss Hartley, one of the
victima, examine the safe. 1 will un-
dertake to keep Mr. Armstrong
away.”

The captain hesitated, but yvieldad
in the end. And now Jones covertly
returned the jowels to Mona, and gha
hald them as she went with the purser
to the room of Mr. X. He knelt the
safe; just as she heard tha tumblers
fill at the opening, Mona cried autt

“Some one in coming—Mr, Arm-

stronk. I'm afrajd!"
Sheilsy rushad to the door and
peered out, In A moment Mons

reached the safe, drew out a package
of pers and threw In the jewels.
And when the purser came back only
the Jewels wera In the safe! His de.
light knew no bounds, He rushed off
il once ta carry the good news to
Mary. And Mona, at Jones's door,
knocked. At once he reached out his
hand and took the plane—and sivo
heard the Alriking of & matoh. A
niinute would bhe enough to burn

drawing that, in the h=n¢- of a hal-'

tlla power, might have w -
:;;ictuln'hle Injury 4o th:’“%‘ﬂal
oa'

The eaptain  was profuss
aApologles to Mary. And she nﬁu?-:
Mr. X, for whom a atewargd had been
sent, with the uttermost bltternesa.

“Thin s—madnoss!” he burst out,
angrily. “To accuss me of a ertme—
o n vulgar thefr! You say tha
1;;«.‘-41 m-r-;‘ placed in my safe! T will
dsprove that by o
ok Y opsning It befess

"It has been opened alr -
lrmld ttrm captain, ‘"The Jj:v:zlr ".-l"
ound !

';Ii)- whom? asked Mr. X, his face
pale

‘Hy my purser, sir —-and by this
lady, ona of vour Intended vietimasl "

And then, us ha looked at Mona, a
Inok of understanding came into the
EpY's eve Thers wans hatrad |n his
eyes, too=mhut he knew that he wan
powerless. To tell the truth would be
o axposs himself anew

“I'nless the victims of your {n-
tendod erime inslst, | shall not LEITETY
your arreast,” snid the captaln, * a

jewels  have heen  restorad—I ahi)l
ask these ludies 1o spare my ship a
scandal!"

And, urged by Mary, whn ma -
Imously forgave the suffering h:nl::d
caused hor, Moni and the others al.
lowead themselves (o ba persundad not
to preas the chargs sgainat Mr. X,

(Tv Do Continued)
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